
 

GCSD Reopening Plan Summary 

 

Message from the Superintendent 

The Number One priority of the Georgetown County School District is to safely restart education for the 

2020-21 school year using the best and most appropriate models for learning.  The plan described in this 

document is the result of a collaboration of staff, stakeholders and health and safety professionals.  

Local, state and national resources were consulted, including the South Carolina Department of Health 

and Environmental Control (DHEC) and the US Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  Surveys were 

conducted in June and July to solicit input from parents and staff.  The options offered were developed 

with the goals of meeting students’ academic, social and emotional needs without compromising the 

health and safety of students and staff.  While this is the way the school year will start, we will remain 

flexible and make adjustments as required by changes in health and medical conditions. 

I would like to express my appreciation to our District Reopening Task Force, which consisted of parents, 

students, teachers, administrators, healthcare professionals and community members for their efforts in 

crafting this plan.  I would also like to thank our Board of Education for their support and guidance 

throughout this process.  Working together, I am confident there is no challenge we can’t meet. 

STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS 

The State Department of Education required all school districts in South Carolina to submit a written 

plan detailing how reopening would take place.  The following requirements were mandatory:  

1. A virtual option for all students  

-  Districts may choose to deliver their own virtual program, take advantage of VirtualSC, suggest 

enrollment in one of the public charter virtual schools, or contract the service.  

- Districts must ensure that any virtual model includes at least an initial in-person contact with 

students. Intermittent face-to-face contact with students is also strongly encouraged.  

2. An in-person option for all students  

-  Hybrid/blended learning models will be considered an in-person option for students.  

-  If a five day a week face-to-face instruction model can be safely offered, districts are encourage 

to do so; however, it is not required for plan approval.  

3. A timeframe for when districts intend to review operational plans so that implementation of a 

full face-to-face instruction model can be worked towards as health and safety conditions 

improve.  

DHEC DISEASE ACTIVITY AND METRICS 

At the request of AccelerateEd, the state task force assigned to provide guidance for school reopening, 

DHEC developed three metrics for measuring recent disease activity by county.  These include: 



 

 Two-week Incidence Rate (number of new cases in the prior two weeks per 100,000 people):                                                                        

    Low= 0-50                   Medium = 51-200                   High > 201 

 

Trend in Incidence Rate (whether the two week incidence rate is increasing, decreasing or remains     
stable compared to the previous two weeks):     
                                                                          
   Low = Decreasing      Medium = Stable                     High = Increasing 

Two-week Positive Rate (percentage who tested positive out of the total number tested in the prior 

two weeks:                                  

    Low = < 5%                 Medium = 5.1% - 9.9%            High = > 10.0 % 

The average of the three scores determines an overall rating of Low, Medium or High.  The report is 

updated on a weekly basis.  AccelerateED assigned the following values in its report: 

Low: low or no spread of COVID-19 in the area and low to no positive cases within the school building. 

This level would be the guidance recommended for the traditional opening of schools. 

Medium: medium spread of COVID-19 in the area and a medium number of positive cases within the 

school building.  This level would be the recommended guidance for hybrid scheduling. 

High: high spread of COVID-19 in the area and high numbers of positive cases within the school building.  

This level would be the recommended guidance for full distance learning. 

PARENTAL CHOICE Georgetown County School District is committed to honoring the preferences of 

parents as long as safety is not compromised.  Parents will have the option of choosing in-person 

instruction or a virtual program.  Parents choosing the in-person option should know that there is a 

possibility of starting in or returning to full virtual instruction as COVID-19 metrics change. 

In-person instruction will begin using either a fully virtual platform (Georgetown Remote) or a hybrid 

schedule depending on the latest DHEC Disease Activity Level report (see criteria above).  Georgetown 

Hybrid will have students on campus 2 days per week receiving instruction through Google Classrooms 

and other platforms (not E-learning) that include real-time instruction.  Health and safety precautions 

will be in place while students are on campus.  When it is safe to do so, students will return to full-time 

instruction on campus (Georgetown Prime).  Detailed schedules can be found on the GCSD website. 

Virtual Program will feature real-time instruction from a GCSD certified teacher.  For elementary and 

middle school students classes will be offered in K-8 SC Standards based English Language Arts, Math, 

Science and Social Studies.  Related Arts will include Art, Chorus, Drama, Music and P.E.  High school 

students will be scheduled for 4 courses per semester.  Virtual SC and Apex courses may be approved on 

an individual basis.  Students will be able to participate in extra-curricular activities at their home school 

(transportation will not be provided).   

 



The Parental Choice for the Virtual Program will be for the semester unless extenuating circumstances 

dictate otherwise. 

 

2020-2021 SCHOOL CALENDAR 

The 2020-2021 School Calendar can be found on the GCSD website at www.gcsd.k12.sc.us.  

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 

GCSD will follow DHEC guidance that is based on what is currently known about COVID-19. 

Facilities 

• Exterior and interior signage guidelines will be posted throughout the building that clearly 

display DHEC and CDC specific protocols. 

• Increase signage will be posted regarding hygiene and social distancing. 

• Floor markings with directional traffic flow arrows and spacing will be clearly displayed. 

• Approximate Classroom Dimensions: (32’x 24.5’) – 784 Square Feet 

• Classrooms will accommodate 12 to 14 student desks and maintain at least six feet of distance 

where feasible between each person depending on the layout and design of the classroom. 

• Student work tables may require plexiglass dividers to maintain six feet of distance. 

• Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms 

 

• Use of Clorox 360 Machine (Electrostatic Sprayer) to disinfect classrooms, restrooms, and other 

high traffic areas daily 

 

• Disable water fountains. 

 

Students or staff with symptoms of COVID-19  

Students and staff should be excluded from school if they have:  

• Any one (1) of the following: 
o Fever – or-  
o Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing - or -  
o Loss of taste or smell -or –  
o New or worsening cough 

 

• Any two (2) of the following:  
o Sore throat  
o Muscle aches  

http://www.gcsd.k12.sc.us/


o Chills  
o Fatigue 
o Headache 
o Congestion or runny nose 
o Diarrhea 
o Nausea or vomiting 

 
Note: Any child with any one of these symptoms should consider not attending school regardless of 

meeting exclusion criteria. If these symptoms are explainable by an underlying condition (such as 

shortness of breath or cough for an individual with asthma), exclusion may not be necessary. 

Schools should plan to have a room identified to isolate students or staff with symptoms of COVID-19 

identified during the school day.  

• Students and staff should be moved safely and respectfully, as well as in accordance with any 

applicable privacy laws or regulations, to the isolation room for evaluation. The individual 

should be provided a mask if he or she is able to use one, and students should be supervised by 

a staff member who maintains at least six feet of distance and uses appropriate personal 

protective equipment (PPE) if available.  

• School nurses and other healthcare providers should use Standard and Transmission- Based 

Precautions when caring for sick people.  

Return to school  

Direct sick staff members and children not to return until they have met criteria for return.  

Students or staff excluded for these symptoms should not return until they have either tested negative 

for COVID-19 or a medical evaluation determines their symptoms were more likely due to another cause 

(e.g. sore throat due to strep throat). In this later case, the individual can return when he or she meets 

criteria for that condition.  

Students or staff who require testing for COVID-19 will require a negative PCR test or must complete the 

current isolation criteria for COVID-19 to return to school.  

Current isolation criteria for COVID-19: Students and staff who test positive for COVID-19, and persons 

with symptoms of COVID- 19 (see list above) who do not get tested, will isolate until:  

• Ten (10) days have passed since symptoms started - and –  

• Three (3) days (72 hours) have passed since last fever without taking medicine to reduce fever -     

and –  

• Overall improvement in symptoms.  

• Those who test positive by a PCR test but do not have symptoms will be required to stay out of 

school until ten (10) days after the specimen was collected.  

• The criteria above should be used to determine eligibility to return to school. Negative PCR test 

results are not required after meeting these criteria.  



Cases in classroom  

Students or staff members who test positive could have been contagious with the virus up to 48 hours 

before their symptoms began. It is essential that staff ensure maximum distancing between students 

and other staff while in the classroom and throughout the day to limit the possibility of transmission. 

Encourage the use of masks among student and staff able to use them. Routinely using these 

precautions will help avoid needing to quarantine all classroom contacts of persons with COVID-19.  

• Classroom contacts with a known COVID-19 case should remain together in the same cohort to             

the extent possible. They should receive screening for fever and symptoms (see above) each morning 

until 14 days after last contact with the case.  

• Anyone identified as a classroom contact of a case who has symptoms of COVID-19 should be 

sent home and will be required to be tested and cleared before returning to school.  

• The classroom will be closed for cleaning and disinfection before being reoccupied.  

Quarantine  

Some students or staff may have been told they were a close contact to a case of COVID-19 and directed 

to complete a quarantine period. They will be required to stay home so they do not risk exposing others 

to COVID-19. DHEC staff will inform them of the length of their quarantine period. For students, a 

parent’s note that they have been cleared from quarantine may be used to allow return to school  

• Close Contact: If you were told that you’re a close contact of someone who recently tested 

positive for COVID-19, you should quarantine at home for at least 14 days and monitor for symptoms of 

COVID-19. Close contact is defined as being within 6 feet of someone who tested positive for COVID-19 

for at least several minutes (usually about 15 minutes).  

• Household contact: If the student or staff lives in the same household as the case and has daily 

close contact, they will have to quarantine for an additional fourteen (14) days after the day their 

household member has been cleared from their isolation period.  

• Other household members in quarantine: If the student or staff lives in the same household as 

someone in quarantine, they will not necessarily need to quarantine themselves unless the household 

member in quarantine is then determined to be a COVID-19 case. DHEC will notify those who are 

required to complete quarantine.  

Guidelines for families, teachers, staff, and students 

Screening at Home  

• Families are recommended to take temperatures daily before going to school. Anyone with a 

fever of 100 F or higher should not go to a school site.  

• Students and adults should also screen themselves for respiratory symptoms such as cough and 

shortness of breath prior to coming to school each day. Students and adults experiencing those 

symptoms should not attend school.  

Physical Distancing  



To maintain physical distance, schools will have a different appearance. Physical distancing will help limit 

the spread of the virus. Schools will consider the following strategies to maintain smaller groups of 

students in shared spaces:  

• Modify school schedules.  

• Visitors, to include parents, cannot go past the front office. There will be no volunteers until 

further notice.  

• Keep students in smaller groups.  

• Serve meals in small group settings.  

• Serve individually plated or boxed meals.  

• Where possible, keep student cohorts from mixing.  

• Stagger lunches, recesses and other transition times.  

• Do not host large assemblies such as assemblies and dances.  

• When feasible, identify a sick room for students who are not feeling well to minimize contact 

with others until they are able to go home.  

 

Cloth Face Coverings (Masks)  

When on school property, staff are required to wear cloth face coverings. Face coverings are strongly 

recommended and expected but not required for students except when on the bus.  The 

exceptions are:  

• Children younger than 3 years old  

• Anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious  

• Anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without 

assistance  

• Teach and reinforce use of cloth face coverings. Face coverings will be worn by staff and 

students and are most essential in times when physical distancing is difficult. Individuals should be 

frequently reminded not to touch their face coverings and to wash their hands frequently. Information 

should be provided to staff, students, and students’ families on proper use, removal and washing of 

cloth face coverings.  

• Cloth face coverings are meant to protect other people in case the wearer is unknowingly 

infected but does not have symptoms. Cloth face coverings are not surgical masks, respirators or other 

medical personal protective equipment.  

•                     At the school site, the wearing of a cloth face is strongly recommended and expected, but is          
not required at this time. 

•                     Students will be required to wear masks on school buses. 



•                     As outlined in GCSD Health and Safety Protocols, all employees are required to wear masks 

and/or face coverings when interacting with students and/or other employees. 

 

 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL HEALTH 

Meeting the social-emotional and mental health needs of students and staff returning to school 

(whether face-to-face or virtual) must be addressed. Training and support will be provided to teachers 

so that we can effectively create learning centered and culturally responsive classrooms that build 

relationships and create foundations for academic learning to take place. 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

• School Bus Procedures 

• Buses are filled to 50% capacity for each route. 

• Drivers will be given a diagram of the seating chart as recommended by the CDC 

guidelines. 

• Social distancing guidelines will be followed for loading and unloading procedures. 

• Students will not be allowed to sit in the first row on each side for driver safety. 

• Seating family members together will be acceptable. 

• Bus monitors will be used to assist with social distancing recommendations. 

• Buses will be cleaned and disinfected daily between routes. 

• Establish a staggered two tier schedule. 

• Arrival 

• First tier – Elementary (7 AM – 7:20 AM) Start time 7:30 AM 

• Second tier – Middle / High (8:30 AM – 8:50 AM) Start time 9 AM 

• Dismissal 

• First tier – Elementary (2:00 PM) 

• Second tier – Middle / High (4 PM) 

FOOD SERVICE  For students attending the Virtual Program a meal pickup program will be available 

pursuant to USDA regulations.  Students in school will have meals served either in the cafeteria, in the 

classroom, or on a rotating schedule between the two locations dependent upon the enrollment of the 

school and the cafeteria seating available while observing social distancing requirements. 



 

ATHLETICS  The reopening of school athletic programs is governed by the South Carolina High School 

League along with guidelines and restrictions as set forth by the National Federation of High Schools, the 

CDC and DHEC.  Phase One workouts will begin on July 27th, with fall sports practices scheduled to begin 

on August 17th and competitions for some sports on August 31st. All start dates will be reviewed one 

week prior to insure activities can begin safely and if not possible must be postponed for no less than 

one week from the original start date. Phase One guidelines are listed below and can be found on the 

GCSD website at www.gcsd.k12.sc.us . 

• All athletes must have a completed GCSD pre-participation packet on file. 

• Coaches and athletic staff will participate in mandatory training on health and safety procedures 

and guidelines. 

• Athletes, coaches, and staff will participate in a daily health screening by a health care 

professional or designated fulltime district/school employee. 

• Face coverings that completely cover the nose and mouth are required for everyone. Coaches 

must wear at all times. Athletes must wear a face covering when not actively participating in the 

sports activity. 

• Athletes, coaches, and staff should come dressed for participation. Locker rooms will not be 

available. 

• Maintain minimum physical distancing of six feet between participants at all times. 12 feet 

minimum in the weight room. 

• Individuals should bring a personal water bottle to each workout. 

• Frequent washing of hands and practicing good hygiene will be stressed, especially after 

touching frequently used items or surfaces. 

• Times for starting and ending workouts will be staggered among multiple sports teams to avoid 

having large numbers of athletes in the same location at the same time. 

• Group size is limited to 10 persons per facility including athletes, coaches and staff. 

• Facilities and shared equipment will be sanitized frequently during each event. 

• Additional guidelines specific for each sport have also been developed. 

 

 

STATE MANDATED TESTING The state of South Carolina has mandated that certain assessments and 

tests be given to all students in a face-to-face format regardless of parental choice and be proctored by 

teachers or other GCSD employees.  Some pre-assessments for K-9 students must be conducted during 

the first 10 days of school. Health and safety measures will be in place at each testing site and on buses 

for those requiring transportation. 

http://www.gcsd.k12.sc.us/


INTERNET ACCESS  GCSD will be participating in the state program that will provide Internet access 

service and/or “hotspots” to certain families who meet certain qualifications.  Criteria for the program 

can be found on the GCSD website at www.gcsd.k12.sc.us . 

COMMUNICATION  GCSD will use multiple platforms to communicate with parents and students prior to 

the beginning of the new school year.  These include letters, email, social media, calendars, Back to 

School events and the district website. 

http://www.gcsd.k12.sc.us/

